
 

November 17, 2015 Council Workshop Minutes 

CITY OF BUCKEYE 
COUNCIL WORKSHOP 

NOVEMBER 17, 2015 
MINUTES 

 
City Council Chambers  
530 E. Monroe Ave. 
Buckeye, AZ 85326 
3:30 p.m. 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
Vice Mayor Orsborn called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Councilmember Strauss (arrived at 3:39 p.m.), Councilmember Hess, 

Councilmember McAchran, Councilmember Heustis and Vice Mayor 
Orsborn. 

 
Members Absent: Councilmember Garza and Mayor Meck.   
 
Departments Present: City Manager Stephen Cleveland, City Attorney Shiela Schmidt, City Clerk 

Lucinda Aja, Deputy City Clerk Summer Stewart, Assistant to Council Carol 
Conley, Public Works Director Scott Lowe, Finance Director Larry Price, 
Economic Development Director Len Becker, Information Technology 
Director Greg Platacz, and Marketing and Communications Manager Jennifer 
Rogers. 

 
2. Economic Development Catalyst Program Funding Request Presentations for Fiscal Year 

2015-2016  
 Staff Liaison: Len Becker, Economic Development Director 
 District No. All 
Mr. Becker provided an overview of the Catalyst program. A Channel 5 News video of interviews 
held with prior recipients of Catalyst funds was presented. The purpose and mission of the program 
was discussed. If program requests are approved, all applicants will be required to attend a mandatory 
meeting with Development Services staff to ensure they are completely aware of the entire process. 
Prior to the start of each project, participants are required to provide proof of contractors’ insurance, 
proof of insurance for the property and secure any required city permits; work may not begin until a 
notice to proceed is issued by the city. A list of proposed projects was displayed, with a project total 
request in the amount of $171,688; staff recommends funding in the amount of $108,385. Mr. Arthur 
Heiden with Buckeye Elks Lodge No. 2686 provided information related to his request; funding will 
be used to remove and replace fencing, install new gates, and add new landscaping. Charlene Powers 
and Lara Serbin with Buckeye Main Street Coalition provided information related to the request for 
funding to create pieces of public art that will be placed in the downtown area and attached to refuse 
containers. A partnership with the high school will be utilized to create the metal art pieces. Ms. 
Powers stated the receptacles would be maintained by the Community Services Department and 
liability for the structures would be held by the City. Several businesses have been asked to sponsor 
the art pieces. Ms. Serbin discussed the request by Buckeye Motor Hotel for funding to remodel the 
existing canopy and clarified the entire building will be repainted along with the canopy remodel. Ms. 
Serbin provided information related to the request by EZ Barber for funds to add landscaping, remove 
asphalt, install pavers, and for general clean-up to include tree removal and window replacement. Ms. 
Serbin discussed the request by Liquor Corral for funds to install metal wall panels at the front of the 
building, remove bars on the windows, and add new store-front windows with sliding security panels. 
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Susan Georges with Mikey’s Mini Mart provided information related to the request for funds to 
replace shingles on existing awning and drive-thru window. Mr. Becker clarified the work that will be 
performed with the current requests; to the extent applicants would like to add projects, they are 
directed to seek funding in future years through the Catalyst Program. Council requested a report be 
provided that demonstrates the return on investment for funding these projects. General discussion was 
held regarding the success of the program. Mr. Price stated the investment to build City Hall in the 
downtown area assisted with the progress and success of the Catalyst program, to include the 
investment of infrastructure.  
 
3. Adjournment  
A motion was made by Councilmember Strauss and seconded by Councilmember Hess to adjourn the 
meeting at 4:39 p.m. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

 
      _________________________________ 
              Jackie A. Meck, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Lucinda J. Aja, City Clerk 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the Council Workshop held 
on the 17th day of November, 2015.  I further certify that a quorum was present.  
 
 
__________________________________ 
Lucinda J. Aja, City Clerk 
 

 
 




