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CITY OF BUCKEYE 

COUNCIL WORKSHOP 

JANUARY 19, 2016 

MINUTES 
 
City Council Chambers 
530 E. Monroe Ave. 
Buckeye, AZ 85326 

4:45 p.m. 

 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
Vice Mayor Hess called the meeting to order at 4:45 p.m. 
 

Members Present: Councilmember Orsborn, Councilmember McAchran, Councilmember 

Heustis, and Vice Mayor Hess. 

 

Members Absent: Councilmember Garza, Councilmember Strauss, and Mayor Meck.   

 

Departments Present: City Manager Stephen Cleveland, City Attorney Scott Ruby, City Clerk 

Lucinda Aja, Deputy City Clerk Summer Stewart, and Assistant to Council 

Carol Conley. 
 
2. Buckeye Youth Council Presentation and Discussion Regarding 2016 Congressional City 

Conference  

 Staff Liaison: Christine Grundy, Management Assistant to Council 

 District No. All 

Councilmember McAchran provided a brief update of the Buckeye Youth Council (“BYC”), which 

currently consists of 14 active members meeting monthly; BYC activities include meeting at the 

Arizona State Legislature, representing the City at the Arizona League of Cities and Towns 

conference, participating in an All Faith Community Services food drive and participating in a holiday 

program at the Community Center. Four BYC members will be chosen to attend the 2016 National 

League of Cities Congressional City Conference (“the Conference”) from March 5-9 in Washington 

D.C.; five members were present to provide statements to Council regarding their request to attend the 

Conference. Abraham Melendrez was introduced and discussed his desire to attend the Conference; he 

has been a member of the BYC since October, 2014 and has attended all meetings. Mr. Melendrez is 

currently a junior in high school, is actively involved in the community, Treasurer of Future Business 

Leaders of America, member of Future Farmers of America, and is interested in the opportunity to 

travel. Mr. Melendrez intends to share his experiences at the Conference with his peers and hopes to 

gain additional knowledge related to government, the economy, and the State of Arizona. Aysia 

Valdez-Palomo was introduced and discussed her wish to attend the Conference. Ms. Valdez-Palomo 

is a senior in high school and is Senior Class President and editor of the yearbook; she was appointed 

chair upon creation of the BYC and is interested in forming a subcommittee to educate peers regarding 

essential life skills after high school. Ms. Valdez-Palomo would like to learn from the experience of 

attending the Conference and views it as an opportunity to gain additional skills, to network, and to 

learn more about the Nation’s Capital. Jameela Smith was introduced and presented information 

regarding her request to attend the Conference. Ms. Smith is a senior in high school, is involved in 

sports, plays two musical instruments, is a member of the National Council of Negro Women, is a 

member of the Family Career and Community Leaders of America organization, and has been 

accepted and plans to attend Grand Canyon University. Ms. Smith intends to share the knowledge and 

experience gained with friends, family, peers, and the community. Olivia Bailey was introduced and 
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discussed her desire to attend the Conference. Ms. Bailey is currently the appointed Secretary of the 

BYC, has attended all meetings since her appointment, has initiated a group get-together with other 

members to visit the Community Center, and was a member of Family Career and Community 

Leaders of America, Astronomy Club and Youth Entrepreneurs Outreach Network “YEON” program. 

Ms. Bailey stated it would be an honor to visit the Nation’s Capital representing the BYC, believes the 

experience will be inspiring, and intends to share the experience through social media outlets and 

video presentations. Oscar Denogean was introduced and presented statements regarding his request to 

attend the Conference. Mr. Denogean is junior in high school, is one of fourteen siblings, has been 

chosen to be a member of Youth for Youth, and is involved in YEON where he assisted with the 

creation of a board game. Mr. Denogean volunteers at the library, is interested in being a Supreme 

Court Federal Judge and feels this opportunity will help him to learn more about how government 

works, and would like to share the knowledge gained with his siblings and intends to implement 

lessons learned in activities of the BYC. Members were thanked for their presentation and for their 

positive representation of the City. 

 

3. Adjournment  
A motion was made by Councilmember Orsborn and seconded by Councilmember Heustis to adjourn 

the meeting at 5:17 p.m. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

      _________________________________ 

              Jackie A. Meck, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Lucinda J. Aja, City Clerk 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the Council Workshop held 

on the 19
th
 day of January, 2016.  I further certify that a quorum was present.  

 

 

__________________________________ 

Lucinda J. Aja, City Clerk 

 

 




