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MEMO 
 
To:  Planning & Zoning Division 

From:  Terri Hogan, AICP, Planning Manager/Zoning Administrator 

Date:  March 1, 2016 

Re: Interpretation 16-02: Lot Coverage for approved Planned 

Residential subdivisions 

 
 
Purpose:  
 
To clarify the development standard for lot coverage in approved Planned Residential (PR) 
zoned subdivisions.   
   
Background & Summary: 
 
The City of Buckeye has a significant number of approved final platted subdivisions in the 
PR zoning district.  This zoning district is considered to be an obsolete zoning district and 
was carried forwarded into the 2010 Development Code with definitions (Section 2.8), 
development standards (Appendix B), and permissible uses (Appendix C).  As shown in the 
table below, many of the development standards in the PR zone either refer to the Rural 
Residential zone or can be determined by approval of a final plat.  Typically, if approved 
via a final plat, one would expect to see a site data table clearly identified on a final plat 
listing all development standards; however, the table is absent on most of these plats.  
Fortunately, by the very act of creating lots, some of the development standards are self-
evident such as minimum lot width, minimum lot size and setbacks (defined by building 
envelope) and some of the standards such as maximum building height and minimum 
building separation are specifically listed in Appendix B.  The most problematic 
development standard is lot coverage.  For approved PR zoned subdivisions, it is 
unreasonable to have applicants refer to the Rural Residential lot coverage of 20% when 
historically these PR (single family) subdivisions have significantly exceeded this 
percentage.  Further, because there is no lot size defined in PR zoning, these single family 
lots can have wide size ranges and equivalent lot coverage in most zoning ordinances 
including the 2010 Development Code for single family lots is between 30 to 65%.  As a 
result, staff has historically, albeit inconsistently, allowed lot coverage to equate to the 
defined building envelope thereby backing into a lot coverage standard on a lot by lot 
basis. 
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APPENDIX B: OBSOLETE DISTRICTS DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

TABLE 5-I REQUIRED BUILDING SETBACK FOR NEW 
DEVELOPMENT (BY ZONING DISTRICT)  

 
Front Setback 

Interior Side 
Setback 

Street Side 
Setback Rear Setback 

Rural Residential 40 20 20 40 
Planned Residential Setbacks shall be as required by the Rural Residential district or as determined by 

an approved plat 
Mixed Residential 10 5 5 10 
Planned Community Setbacks shall be as required by the Rural Residential district or as determined by 

an approved plat 
Commercial Center 0 0 0 15 
General Commerce 20 50 50 50 
Special Use 40 30 40 40 
 
*Rear setbacks shall be for principal buildings only.  
*All distances are in feet and are measured from their respective property line.  
*Residential setbacks in existing subdivisions shall be those in place at the time of plat approval.  
*Commercial uses in Mixed Residential may use setbacks stated for the Commercial Center district.  

*See appendix B in the City of Buckeye Development Code for the Setbacks of existing developments. 

TABLE 5-J RESTRICTIONS ON BUILDING HEIGHT AND 
SEPARATION FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT (BY 
ZONING DISTRICT)  

 Maximum Building Height Minimum Building Separation 
Rural Residential 30 20 
Planned Residential 30 20 
Mixed Residential 30 20 
Planned Community Building heights and separation will be as allowed in the Rural 

Residential District or if approved, as determined by the Community 
Master Plan 

Commercial Center 45 20 
General Commerce 45 25 
Special Use 45 25 
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TABLE 5-K RESTRICTIONS ON LOT WIDTH AND COVERAGE 
FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT (BY ZONING DISTRICT) 

 Maximum Lot Coverage  
(in percent) 

Minimum Lot Width  
(in feet) 

Rural Residential 20% 100 
Planned Residential Lot coverage and width will be as allowed in the Rural Residential 

District or as determined by an approved plat 
Mixed Residential 30% 75 
Planned Community Lot coverage and width will be as allowed in the Rural Residential 

District or as determined by the Community Master Plan 
Commercial Center 50% 100 
General Commerce 50% 100 
Special Use N/A N/A 
 
*All dimensions are in feet  
*The lot width requirements do not apply to existing lots 

 

TABLE 5-L REQUIRED MINIMUM LOT AREA FOR NEW 
DEVELOPMENT (BY ZONING DISTRICT)  

 
Rural Residential Ten (10) acres unless part of an approved subdivision, in which case the 

minimum lot size shall be one (1) acre per dwelling unit. 
Planned Residential Lot size shall be as required in the Rural Residential district unless part of an 

approved subdivision, in which case there shall be no minimum lot size. 
Mixed Residential Ten thousand (10,000) square feet for single-family dwellings or two thousand 

(2,000) square feet per multiple family dwelling. 
Planned Community Lot size shall be as required in the Rural Residential district unless part of an 

approved Community Master Plan, in which case there shall be no minimum lot 
size. 

Commercial Center Ten thousand (10,000) square feet or three thousand (3,000) square feet per 
dwelling unit. 

General Commerce One (1) acre unless part of an approved subdivision, in which case there shall 
be no minimum lot size.  

Special Use Ten (10) acres. 
 
*Lot area is the amount of land contained within a lot, measured in acres or in square feet.  
*Existing lots are exempted from lot area requirements listed above. Refer to Section 7-5-12 (C)(3). 
 
Interpretation:   
 
For final plats in the Planned Residential (PR) zoning district approved as of the date of 
this interpretation, lot coverage shall be determined on a lot by lot basis according to the 
defined building envelope. 
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