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Community Services Department 

Arts & Culture Division 
 

BUCKEYE DOWNTOWN WELL MURAL 
CALL TO ARTISTS 

FY 2026 
 
 
Description: 
The city of Buckeye invites Arizona-based artists, groups, or organizations to submit 
qualifications to create 2D mural design for the Verrado Way/Van Buren Water Campus 
Offsite Well #3. The chosen artist will be asked to create a design on the 200’x8’ wall 
with the theme “desert storms/desert rain.”  The art should use bold colors and reflect 
the interests and community standards of all ages of Buckeye residents. All artwork will 
be original.   
 
Two artists will be chosen as finalists and asked to develop a design, which will earn 
them $1,000 each.  The artist whose work is chosen by the Community Services Advisory 
Board will advance into production, and that artist will receive an additional $56,000 for 
the realization of the art.   
 
Location: 
The wall is located along Verrado Way, at the northeast intersection of Verrado Way 
and Van Buren at the Water Campus Offsite Well #3, at 23945 W Broadway Rd, 
Buckeye, AZ 85326.  Only the western facing wall will be considered for the mural.  It is 
not right at back of the curb, so the artist will want to include bolder, more recognizable 
shapes/colors as subtle details will be lost from a distance. The wall is approximately 
200 feet long and 8 feet tall. 
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Artist Expectations: 
Artists will submit a portfolio of five works that show their ability to follow through with 
creating designs of a similar nature to the project and to produce designs aligned with 
the project goals.  This portfolio will need to show large scale mural work.  They will 
submit contact information, answer 3 essay questions (found below), and an artistic 
resume, which will list artistic accomplishments in a written format. 
 
If chosen to create a design, the artist will:   

• Visit the location prior to beginning their design process with the Arts & Culture 
Manager. 

• Attend an informational meeting. 
• Engage with the community to determine what is wanted and write a short 

report putting forth their design idea.   
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• Meet with the stakeholders (specifically, adjacent property owners, 
Development Services/Economic Development staff, and City Management) 
about the content of their design. 

• Attend a meeting of the Subcommittee of Arts & Culture for the Community 
Services Advisory Board to represent their design and community engagement. 

If chosen to paint the mural, the artist will: 
• Work closely with the stakeholders and Buckeye’s Arts and Culture Manager in 

developing their design. 

Please note: 
• If a finalist is unable to complete their project, the alternate may be called on to 

step in for that artist using their own design. 

Themes: 
Artists will create a mural featuring “desert storms/desert rain.”  The work should 
appeal to viewers of all ages, offering visual interest and engagement.   
 
The design must be graphically clear and easily recognizable, ensuring that even those 
passing by in vehicles can quickly understand the imagery. 
 
Artist Eligibility: 
The project is open to all artists, artist teams, and educational institutions who are 
located in Arizona.   
 
Compensation: 
Two artists will be compensated $1,000 each for design, materials, time, and any travel 
to and from Buckeye.  The artist who moves forward and paints the mural will be 
compensated an additional $56,000 for painting, design, materials, time, and any travel 
to and from Buckeye. Payment schedule: 

• Upon selection, two artists will receive an initial payment of $500 
• Upon completion of the original design, the artists will receive a payment of $500 
• Following the second presentation to the Subcommittee, the artist chosen to 

move forward will receive $20,000 
• Final payment for $36,000 payable upon completion of the mural   
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To Apply: 
Interested artists shall submit their application that includes the following submission 
materials no later than August 28, 2025, at 11:59 p.m., Arizona time.  
 

Submission Materials: 
1. Full Contact Information, including physical street address. 
2. Artistic practice & background (500 words max) 

o Tell us about your artwork and creative practice: what artistic mediums 
do you use, what content do you work with, what is your style, your 
artistic values and/or your approach to creating art. 

o Tell us about your experience and qualifications for this project: have you 
completed any similar projects in the past, received accolades from your 
work, or trained to develop expertise in your field? 

3. Interest and community connection (500 words max) 
o Why are you interested in this project? Do you live in a community or 

have a connection to a community or arts organization in Buckeye? 
o How have you successfully engaged community to influence your work 

and/or what skills or experience do you have to engage community for 
this project?  How would you approach receiving input from the 
community and stakeholders and how will that input be represented in 
the final artwork? 

4. Thoughts on how you will approach design and how you intend to represent the 
theme (500 words max) 

5. Five past work samples 
o Include image number, title or artwork, date completed, materials used, 

and size/scale. 
o File names should be labeled [Image #_Last Name or Image #_Group 

Name]. 
o File formats accepted 

 Images (.jpg or .png).  Please DO NOT submit PDF images. 
 Video (.move or .mp4) – video should not exceed two minutes, 

only first two minutes will be viewed if time is exceeded 

 
Submission must be received by August 28, 2025, by 11:59 p.m.  Materials may only be 
submitted electronically via email.   
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Submit To:  ArtsandCulture@buckeyeaz.gov.  Submissions that are incomplete or late will 
not be accepted.  
 
Please Note:  We are not requesting a visual representation of your design for the 
portfolio review process.  Please pitch your idea through writing in the fourth prompt, 
above. 
 
Review Process & Timeline: 
Upon receipt of the submissions, the Arts and Culture Manager will review the 
applications to ensure completeness of information and professionalism of work.  
Depending on submissions, the Arts and Culture Manager will short-list the applications 
and will submit to the subcommittee for Arts and Culture from the City’s Community 
Services Advisory Board.  The selection committee, representing diverse interests and 
expertise of the City and community, will convene to review images and information sent 
by artists and/or artist teams.  Selected artists would then sign a contract and begin 
working on their design, which would be reviewed through the artist’s chosen process for 
community and stakeholder input to ensure the artwork reflects community values and 
aesthetics.  Once the two artists have a final draft of the art, it will be submitted to the 
subcommittee for their review and recommendation, which will then be presented to the 
Community Services Advisory Board for a motion to approve.  The artist chosen to 
proceed will paint their mural.   
 
Selection Criteria:  
In the selection of two artists moving into the design phase, applications will be scored 
based on the following criteria: 

• Quality, creativity, and strength of work samples (40%) 
• Alignment with project goals (20%) 
• Demonstrated experience, interest, and qualifications to complete project (20%) 
• Ability to engage community and stakeholders in design phase (20%) 

 
In the selection of the artist going forward into painting the mural, designs will be voted 
on by the subcommittee for Arts & Culture. 
 
Project Timeline: 

Call to Artist Released July 28, 2025 
Application Deadline for Call to Artist August 28, 2025 

mailto:ArtsandCulture@buckeyeaz.gov
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Arts and Culture Subcommittee Panel Review September 8, 2025 
Organizational Meeting & Training Early September 

2025 
Site Visit & Community/Stakeholder Engagement Early September 

2025 
1st Draft Designs Due October 4, 2025 
Design Presentation to CSAB Subcommittee and Stakeholders 
for Input & Finalization 

October 6, 2025 

Chosen Artist Finalizes Design with Subcommittee and 
Stakeholders 

Oct/Nov 2025 

Community Services Advisory Board Approval November 19, 2025 
Mural is painted  Dec 2025-Mar 2026 
  
  
  

 
Selected Artists Responsibility: 

• Selected artists shall sign an agreement for the scope of services that include: 
o Intellectual property rights to the art for display and marketing to the city 

of Buckeye. 
o Indemnification and hold harmless for the city of Buckeye.  
o Agreement that all work is original and no AI was used to create it.  All 

designs may be run through an AI generator assessment software. 
• Any images of real people or text that requires a release will be the responsibility 

of the artist to obtain and provide a copy to the City. 
• Selected artist shall submit a W9 to the City for payment. 
• Artist compensation includes all services and materials, including travel to 

Buckeye: 
 Total artist’s compensation for initial design:  $1,000 each 
 Total artist’s compensation for painting of mural, not including initial design:  

$56,000 
 
If you have any questions, contact Ilana Lydia Holden, Manager of Arts & Culture for the 
City of Buckeye, at 602-342-4399, or at iholden@buckeyeaz.gov. 
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