
 

Environmental Services Division, Solid Waste Services Safety, Version 08172026 

 

Solid Waste Services  

Safety Information  
 

Public Works 

2026 

 

 

 

  



Solid Waste Services in the City of  Buckeye 
The City of  Buckeye Public Works Department, Environmental Services Division, operates 
solid waste services for the residents of  Buckeye.  It is a requirement that all participants 
of  solid waste services know the service standards set forth by the collection provider to 
allow for safe collection and for a sanitary community.  This document informs the 
residents of  these standards, also available in Chapter 9 of  City Code. 

 

1. Definitions 
Residential Solid Waste: Household refuse, trash 
and recyclable material generated by residents in 
their homes that is not hazardous, or otherwise 
excluded from collection. 

Recyclable Materials: Clean, dry, and loose 
materials collected through Buckeye's residential 
recycling program, currently including plastic bottles, 
food and beverage cans, paper/cardboard, and glass 
bottles. Recyclables must be clean, dry and loose, and 
not include small items (no shredded items) 

Bulk Trash: Large household items that cannot 
reasonably fit inside the residential trash cart. 
Buckeye provides up to four scheduled bulk-trash 
collections per year. 

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW): Also called 
Household Chemicals, are common chemicals used in 
the home that require specialized handling because 
they may be hazardous to people, property, or the 
environment. Any material that may have safety 
handling instructions. 

Refuse: Putrescible (spoilable) material including 
waste generated from food preparation. 

Solid Waste Account: A City-authorized residential 
solid waste service account required for residences 
within Buckeye's city limits.  

 

Safeguards for Trash 
Services 
Keep carts three feet apart for 
service 

Keep carts away from fixed 
objects. 

Keep carts off sidewalks. 

Keep carts clear of  traffic. 

Do not overfill carts. 

Do not place trash beside or on 
top of  the cart. 

Keep batteries out of  the trash. 

Keep chemical waste in sealed, 
labeled containers, and use 
special drop off only. 

Cut, stack and tie all branches, 
and brush material. 

Box all glass and thorny items 

Avoid parking on the street 

Keep collection areas accessible 
to trucks and collection 
personnel.  

Pay for solid waste service. 

 



2. Places to Be Served 
The City's residential solid waste program serves residences located within the corporate 
limits of  the City of  Buckeye.  Weekly residential curbside trash and recycling service is 
provided according to the customer's assigned service area.  

Service configurations include: standard curbside collection, alley collection in Verrado, In-
Ground collection in Sun City Festival, scheduled bulk-trash, and appointment-based 
household hazardous waste disposal. 

All single family homes in Buckeye that maintain a current solid waste account. 

 

3. Places Not to Be Served 
City residential collection services are intended for household-generated waste from homes 
within the municipal boundary of  Buckeye. Commercial, contractor-generated, construction, 
demolition, hazardous, and any other waste generated by any other means, require an 
alternative disposal method. 

 

4. Scheduled Day or Days of  Collection 
Residential trash and recycling are collected once per week, on an assigned collection day. 

Customers should always place all material out the night before collection.  

Bulk trash may be 
collected up to 
four times per 
calendar year.  

Household 
Chemical 
collection is by 
appointment-only 

Holidays: City 
solid waste 
services are 
interrupted by 
Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and 
New Year's Day. 

 



5. Materials Acceptable for Collection 
Trash: 

• Household refuse that is non-recyclable and non-hazardous.  
• Residents should place normal household refuse inside the designated trash cart. 

Recycling: 

• Only clean, dry and loose: plastic bottles, food and beverage cans, paper, 
cardboard, and glass bottles 

• Never bag recycling 

Bulk Trash:  

Household material that is too bulky for the regular trash cart including furniture, 
mattresses, other common household items that will not fit in the cart, appliances (freon 
containing devices must have a certificate), vegetation that is cut to three-foot lengths and 
stacked and tied into manageable bundles. 

Household Chemicals (HHW): 

Common household chemicals must be presented in sealed containers including: Batteries, 
Pool Chemicals, Paints, Stains, Oils, Cleaners, Pesticides, Herbicides, Fertilizers, Fluorescent 
bulbs, E-waste, and up to five gallons of  Automotive Fluids. 

 

6. Materials Not Acceptable for Collection 
Do not put the following in your Trash cart: 

• Batteries of  any kind  
• Household Chemicals  
• Items too bulky or too heavy for the cart 
• Loose trash   

Do not put the following in Recycling: 

• Bagged recycling 
• Plastic bags and film 
• Shredded paper 
• Small, loose pieces (shredded paper, or small pieces) 
• Wet, dirty, contaminated materials 
• Materials not on this list:  

o plastic and glass bottles,  
o food and beverage cans,  
o paper/cardboard 

 



Do not put this out as Bulk Trash 

• Household Chemicals 
• Loose grass, leaves, weeds, twigs and branches 
• Bricks 
• Concrete 
• Asphalt 
• Dirt and rocks 
• Roofing materials 
• Construction materials 
• Contractor-generated material 
• Metal/rebar/fence posts 
• Tires and rims 
• Automobile parts 
• Windows, mirrors and similar glass 
• Appliances containing Freon 

 

Do not bring this to Household Hazardous Waste disposal 

• Commercial waste 
• Large quantities 
• Explosives 
• Ammunition 
• Medical waste 
• Needles/sharps 
• Tires 

  

 

Avoid Service Interruptions: 

Carts with lids not closed and bags spilling out will not be serviced. 

Bags on the ground will not be collected*.  

*(excluding Sun City Festival) 



 

7. Preparation of  Refuse for Collection 
Trash Cart: 

• Bag all trash  
• Place household trash inside the 

cart. 
• Do not place bags on the ground. 
• Do not overfill the cart. 
• Keep the lid closed. 
• Put the cart out the night before 

service. 
• Hide the cart from sidewalk view 

by the night after service. 

In-ground trashcan systems (in Sun City 
Festival): 

• Use heavy duty bags. 
• Bag and tie trash. 
• Double Bag any pet waste or 

diapers. 
• Do not allow loose material to 

escape from the container.  
• Do put carts on the sidewalk. 
• One extra bag on top of  can 

allowed. 

Recycling: 

• Never bag recycling 
• Keep materials clean and dry. 
• Place recyclables loose in the cart. 
• Always break down cardboard. 

• Keep plastic bags and film out of  
recycling.  

• Do put carts on the sidewalk. 
• Put the cart out the night before 

service. 
• Hide the cart from view at the 

sidewalk by the night after service. 

Bulk Trash: 

• Keep the pile no more than 6 feet 
× 6 feet × 6 feet. 

• Regular household items too large 
for the trash cart/can 

• Bag small items. Unbagged items 
might not be collected. 

• Box glass and thorny vegetation. 
• Cut branches to three-foot lengths 

and stack and tie. 
• Keep the pile neat. 
• Place materials out no earlier than 

the day before collection. 
• Keep the material accessible to the 

collection crew. 
• Do not put material in the street 

or block sidewalks.  
• Leave five feet on either side of  

the pile. 

Household Chemicals (household 
“hazardous” waste (HHW)): 

• Keep materials in sealed 
containers. 

• Replace leaking containers 
immediately. 

• Preserve original labels whenever 
possible. 

• Always dispose of  batteries 
through the HHW or Household 
Chemical program 

  



8. Types and Size of  Containers Permitted 
Standard residential curbside service includes 96-gallon trash and recycling carts.  Homes 
in Sun City Festival use 30-gallon in-ground cans owned by the homeowner. 

The 96-gallon cart is the container for regular curbside trash. Trash placed on the ground 
or outside the 96-gallon cart is not part of  standard curbside collection and will not be 
collected 

The 30-gallon in ground cans in Sun City Festival are the standard collection for that 
community.  A bag on top of  the in-ground can in Sun City Festival is acceptable for 
regular collection.  Large bulky items are not acceptable for regular collection in Sun City 
Festival, and a bulky collection service will need to be scheduled. 

The city also provides: 

• An additional 96-gallon trash or recycle cart for eligible customers at an additional 
monthly fee. 

• Bulk-trash collection. 
• Specialized household chemical (household hazardous waste (HHW)) handling at the 

City's drop-off facility.  

 

9. Points of  Collection  
Curbside service: 

• Place carts in front of  the residence, on the street, with wheels adjacent to the curb.  
• If  there is no curb, place the cart within two feet of  the pavement or roadway, and 

never on a sidewalk. 
• Verrado residents may place carts in the alley, near their home, along their side of  

the alley, with at least three feet between each cart. 

In-ground service: City-authorized staff pull and return the containers.  

Bulk Trash service: Place a bulk pile along the front edge of  your property, not on the 
sidewalk; alley homes with no street frontage may place material at alley end caps. 

Household Hazardous Waste: 23454 W MC 85, Buckeye, AZ 85326, by appointment 
only. 

 

10. Necessary Safeguards for Collectors 
To Keep Collection Crews Safe, residents must: 

• Obtain an account and pay for solid waste service. 
• Keep carts approximately three feet apart. 

 

Your actions bring 
safety or harm to 
the community  

 



• Keep carts away from poles, mailboxes and other fixed objects. 
• Keep carts off of  sidewalks. 
• Keep carts clear of  traffic. 
• Do not overfill carts. 
• Do not place trash beside or on top of  the cart. 
• Keep household chemicals and batteries out of  regular trash. 
• Keep household hazardous waste in sealed, labeled containers. 
• Cut, stack and tie all branches, brush and other bulk material. 
• Box all glass and thorny items 
• Avoid parking on the street 
• Keep collection areas accessible to trucks and collection personnel.  

  

11. Negative Impacts from Improper Disposal 
Improper disposal can result in: 

Stormwater pollution: Trash, chemicals, automotive fluids, pesticides, pet waste, and other 
pollutants can be carried by stormwater into drainage systems, washes, rivers and 
retention areas. Stormwater runoff can pick up harmful 
pollutants from streets, sidewalks and other surfaces.  

Groundwater pollution: Improper disposal of  chemicals and 
hazardous household waste can introduce contaminants into 
the environment and create long-term disposal and 
remediation concerns. 

Air-quality pollution: Burning of  waste can generate 
particulate matter, carbon monoxide and other harmful 
pollutants. Burning waste is prohibited.  

Fire and worker-safety hazards: Batteries, chemicals, fuels, 
compressed containers and other hazardous materials can 
create hazards when placed in ordinary trash or handled 
incorrectly. 

Litter impacts the community and wildlife: Loose trash can 
become wind-born, enter streets and washes, break 
community pride, and create hazards for wildlife. 

Recycling contamination: Incorrect materials can 
contaminate recyclable materials, increase processing costs, 
and result in recyclable material being landfilled.  

Landfill impacts: Putting material into the landfill that could 
have been reused, recycled, or properly managed as HHW 
reduces opportunities for diversion and resource recovery. 

Improper Disposal 

The wrong material in 
the wrong place can 
create safety hazards, 
contaminate recycling, 
pollute stormwater, 
harm wildlife, affect air 
and water quality, and 
increase material sent 
to the landfill. 

 

Waste material in the 
wrong place harms 
community pride and 
reduces property value. 
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